Psychological Tendency in Education        649
child. ^2) By it the individual, the child, is recognized as the
central point of all relations of life. (3) Through it we obtaii)
a true and evident purpose in education and a suitable mean?
and method for accomplishing this aim. (4) Education founded
on this law is practical, since it demands immediate accom-
plishment and application. (5) Such an education is suited
to this practical age, which demands the realization in life of
the highest ideals formulated from experience. (6) Such an
education adapts itself to every age of life and every stage in
the child's development. (7) This education of unification is
peculiarly appropriate to an age of isolation, contrariety, and
individualism such as the present (8) Such an education
would make clear and real in life the highest philosophical
and ethical thought. (9) Such an education would check the
growing proletarianism and the deadening and mechanical
effect of an age of industrialism, since it unfolds, strengthens,
and develops the power of the child until it can maintain
itself in independent personality, since it teaches him how to
treat material according to its nature, gives to work its high
significance as creative activity and cultivates the power of
thought, of will and of action. Thus it lays the true foun-
dation for character.
From his belief in the reality u this unity Froebel drew his
belief that nature revealed Gou to the child; hence there pro-
reeded both his emphasis upon the use of natural phenomena
and nature study with the child and his symbolic presentation
of this material. He saw the unity in organic life, and thus
became one of the earlier advocates of the theory of organic
evolution ; from this he was led to place an altogether new
emphasis upon the study of nature, of botany, zoology, etc..
by the child. He believed that the same unity was to be
found in the inorganic world and that it became a symbol to
the child of all the higher unity of thought and life. Conse-
quently from this conception he derived his ideas of the use of
the " gifts " in the kindergarten. In that which he drew frora